Messaqe Studv

Notes

"Spiritual Confusion"

rCorlnthians l4!g3 For

Psatm 4/r

God is not a God of confusion but of peace, -ESV

For 0od is not the author of confusion, but of peace,

-KJV

(instabitity, disorder, disturbance)

There are times in your spiritual life when there is confusion, and the way out of it
is not simply to say that you should not be confused. lt is not a matter of right
and wrong, but a matter of God taking you through a way that you temporarily

do not understand. And it is only by going through the spiritual confusion that
you will come to the understanding of what God wants for you.

- Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for

His Highest, September 12 -

/

44

Psalm
1-5 Acknowledqe God's qreatness. They'd heard the stories of the Lord's mighty hand.
Luke 1:37, Mark 9:23

6-8
9-16

Admit their helplessness without

Him.

Assess the realitv of the present.

John i.s:sb, James 1:17, Hebrews 13:s

They have been attowed to be conquered,

ptundered, scattered tike sheep, and enstaved by their enemies. - tllittem VanGemeren

L7-22 Assert thev had been faithful.

They suffer for God's sake. In their

fidelity to the Lord, they receive greater abuse than ifthey had
conformed to the pagan world

23-26 Ask

(again) for God's deliverance,

-rhe rible Knowledge commentary-

The current crisis was testing their faith.

lThessalonians 5:17, Romans 8:35.39

3 ins tanc es

I n L uke whp
Jesus eives aoolicable
guidance for the "confused":

Luke 11:5 Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a frlend, and he goes to
hlm at ntidnrght and says,'Frrend, lend me three loaves of bread,6 because a
friend of mlne on a journey has come to me, and I have nothlng to set before
him.' 7 "Then the one lnside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door js already
locked, and my chrldren are wlth me rn bed. I can't get up and give you anything.'
8 telt you,
/
though he witt not get up and give hlm the bread because he is hls
frlend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give htm as much as
he needs.
boldn ess. shameIessness. "importunity"-ruv
persistence to the point of annoyance. persistent, relenti.ess, "not ashamed to keep on asking."

9 "So I say

to you: Ask and

it wlll be given to you; seek

and you will find; knock

Luke 'l'l:11 'Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake
12
Or if he asks for an egg, witt give him a scorpion?\3 lf you then,
though you are evll, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask himl"
Romans 8:28
God Atways Gives What's Best. When lt ls Time.

instead?

Ask. Seek. Knock. - And. Don't. Stop.

Luke 18: L Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they
shou/d always pray and not give up. 2 He said: "In a certain town there was a
judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.3 And there was a widow
in that town who kept coming to him with the plea,'Grant me justice against
my adversary.' 4 "For some time he refused. But ftnally he said to himself,
'Even though I don't fear God or care about men,5 yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I wiII see that she gets justice, so that she won't
eventually wear me out with her coming!"' 6 And the Lord said, "Listen to
what the unjust judge sdys. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his
chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? W\II he keep putting them off?

If answers to certain prayers, which we have offered in an agony of tears,
are slow in coming, we may be sure, either that the time is not ripe, or
that He is going to do something better. - F.B. MeyerB I tell you, he wiII see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"
This suggests that when He returns, true faith will be comparatively
rare -- as in the days of Noah, when only B souls were saved. This

period before His return will be marked by persecution, apostasy,
and unbelief. - John MacArthur, The MacArthur Study

Bible

Offering purposed, persistent, passionate, prayer.
lCorinthians 13:12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face, Now I know in part; then I shall know
fully, even as I am fully known.
For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part;
but then shall I know even as also I am known. -KJV
darkty:an enigma, a riddte.

Don't let what you don't know mess up what you do know.

and the door will be opened to you.
1A For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks,
the door wlll be opened.
God

patiently listens to His own as they pray in their continuing distress,
waiting for the proper time to act on their behalf. - walter L. Liefeld
Ask. Seek. Knock. - And. Don't. Stop,
You hove received Christ; persevere in receiving him. You hove come to trust
him; keep on trusting him. You hong about his neck os o poor, helpless sinner;
remoin honging there. Abide in him. - Chartes H. Spurgeon -

